Barro and Odden offer detailed suggestions on needed finance data items,
primarily from a concern that the move toward but a very few aggregate items has
significantly reduced the usefulness and utility of the data. For example:

"Two reasons for the limited usefulness of current data are that
expenditure data are not collected in sufficient detail to be connected
with resource categories, and expenditure and resource categories are not
coordinated.  Consequently, information on dollar outlays cannot be linked
to anything real11 (Barro).

Odden wants "expenditures by function, ... expenditures by program, ...
expenditures for the general fund, restricted fund and capital fund ... (and)
for revenues ... more subcategories of State, as well as local revenue."  And
Barro goes on to state that, "Specifically, I envision a system of combined,
expenditure and resource accounts, in which outlays are explicitly linked to
resource quantities and prices.11

If Barro's and Odden's visions are realized, the resulting data set would be the
basis for a highly analytic finance database and likely to include many more
discrete data elements than the 40 acquired by the 1985 CCD, or the additional 8
suggestions by NEA, or the 23 items on Grant's list.

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SCHOOL DATA

Although these surveys are not a part of the CCD program, several authors
express a view that private school data must be made part of the NCES core data
program.  The NGA states that the current Public School Survey and the Private
School Survey "should be among NCES priorities" and several authors call for the
two to be conducted in the same cycle so that the data collected in each can be
cross-referenced to the other.

There are also calls for the Public and the Private School Surveys to be
expanded so that the data can be more State relevant. A specific element of the
suggestions ia an interest in more information on the private schools and an
ability to compare/contrast them to public education.  Billiard states:

"There is a need to be able to identify such wide variations in treatment
among private schools.  Clearly, children vary in terms of the quality of
educational experiences to which they have been exposed.  By collecting
more complete data from private schools, more extensive analyses will
become possible."
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